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living standards, health, etc. Much of this work comes within
the province of the People's Commissars.1
The system of government described above is followed to
a large extent in the Union Republics, each of which has its
own elected Supreme Soviet (but no Soviet of Nationalities),
Presidium, Council of People's Commissars, and other officials.
The government of a Union Republic is responsible for e home
affairs,' such as finance, planning, social services, education,
etc., and in the organizing of its economy works in con-
sultation with the Council of People's Commissars of the
Union.
Each Autonomous Republic also has its own Supreme
Soviet, its own constitution, Presidium, and Council of People's
Commissars, although its constitution must be ratified, and
the boundaries of its territories defined, by the Union Republic
to which it belongs.
Finally, territories, provinces, autonomous provinces,
national regions, districts, cities, and villages each have their
own elected governing bodies or Soviets for the administration
of local affairs, and they work in close consultation with the
Government of the republic of which they form a part.
THE UNION REPUBLICS
Of all the Union Republics the R.S.F.S.R. is the most
important economically, since it occupies about 78 per cent,
of Soviet territory, and contains approximately half the
population of the Soviet Union, and a great proportion of
its industrial and mineral resources, as the figures shown at
p. 175 demonstrate.
Within the R.S.F.S.R. the population (109 millions in
1939) is composed mainly of Russians. Hence it is the Russian
Republic. In the same way, within the Uzbek Republic, for
example, the majority of the people are Uzbek.
But the R.S.F.S.R. differs from the other Union Republics
in that its territory is larger, extending across the entire
1 These are the heads of Government departments, and correspond to
ministers of State in other countries.